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belonging to the microsporidia. Both microorganisms occur in mammals, birds and even humans, thus revealing a
zoonotic potential. Knowledge of their relevance in wild rabbits is very limited so far. Thus, the aim of the present
study was to investigate the occurrence of E. cuniculi and E. hellem in wild rabbit populations in southern Germany
(Bavaria). Therefore, blood and organ samples (brain/kidney) of 158 wild rabbits were investigated by
immunofluorescence and PCR-based assays. Antibodies to E. cuniculi were detected in 24 of the 158 (15.2%) wild
rabbits, while DNA of E. cuniculi was found in 7 {4.4%) and DNA of E. hellem was found in 3 (1.9%). Sequencing
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